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OF APPLICABILITY

June 2023

Well No. 3 and Wellfield No. 5
Cleaning and Redevelopment

Rowley, Massachusetts



 

 

 

June 5, 2023 

 

 

Mr. Daniel Shinnick, Chairman 

Rowley Conservation Commission 

Town Hall Annex Room #4 

39 Central Street 

P.O. Box 24  

Rowley, MA 01969 

 

Subject: Request for Determination of Applicability 

 Well No. 3 and Wellfield No. 5 Cleaning and Redevelopment 

 Rowley, Massachusetts 

 MassDEP Transmittal No. X289811 

 T&H No. 7399 

 

 

Dear Mr. Shinnick: 

 

On behalf of the Rowley Water Department, we are pleased to submit two (2) copies of the 

enclosed Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) for the Cleaning and Redevelopment 

of Well No. 3 and Wellfield No. 5.  The enclosed submittal includes the WPA Form 1, Wetland 

Fee Transmittal Form, and associated attachments. 

 

The Rowley Water Department proposes to clean and redevelop Well No. 3 and Wellfield No. 5, 

including an evaluation of the existing pumping equipment.  The existing well pump and motor at 

Well No. 5-3 located in Wellfield No. 5 will also be replaced.  Cleaning and redevelopment of the 

wells is a regular and necessary maintenance activity for keeping the system in good working 

condition and maintaining the required production from the water sources.  Mitigation measures 

will be taken to prevent disturbance of the wetlands during the well cleaning and redevelopment 

process. 

 

The Rowley Water Department respectfully requests a determination from the Conservation 

Commission regarding the applicability of the Wetlands Protection Act to the proposed work and 

an exemption from filing a Notice of Intent.  We trust that the documentation enclosed herein is 

sufficient for the Commission’s review of the proposed project.  Please contact us with any 

questions or concerns.   

 

 



Mr. Daniel Shinnick, Chairman June 2, 2023 

Rowley Conservation Commission Page 2 of 2 
 

 

We appreciate your assistance with this project and look forward to meeting with the Commission 

on June 20, 2023 to review the project.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

TATA & HOWARD, INC. 

 
Kathryn Carreira, P.E. 

Senior Project Engineer 

 

Enclosures 

 

cc: Mr. Robert Gray, Superintendent 

Rowley Water Department 

 

Ms. Deborah Eagan, Town Administrator 

Town of Rowley 

 

 MassDEP – Northeast Regional Office 
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Enter your transmittal number  X289811 
Transmittal Number 

Your unique Transmittal Number can be accessed online:  
https://www.mass.gov/service-details/transmittal-form-number-for-massdep-permit-application-payment 
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Transmittal Form for Permit Application and Payment 
 

1.  Please type or 
print. A separate 
Transmittal Form 
must be completed 
for each permit 
application. 
 
2.  Make your 
check payable to 
the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts 
and mail it with a 
copy of this form to: 
MassDEP, P.O. 
Box 4062, Boston, 
MA 02211. 
 
3.  Three copies of 
this form will be 
needed. 
 

Copy 1 - the 
original must 
accompany your 
permit application. 
Copy 2 must 
accompany your 
fee payment. 
Copy 3 should be 
retained for your 
records 
 
4.  Both fee-paying 
and exempt 
applicants must 
mail a copy of this 
transmittal form to: 
 

MassDEP 
P.O. Box 4062 
Boston, MA 
02211 
 

 
* Note: 
For BWSC Permits, 
enter the LSP. 

A. Permit Information 
 BRP WPA Form 1 

1. Permit Code: 4-to-7-character code from permit instructions 
 Request for Determination of Applicability 

2. Name of Permit Category 

 Well Cleaning and Redevelopment 
3. Type of Project or Activity  

 B. Applicant Information – Firm or Individual 
 Rowley Water Department 

1. Name of Firm - Or, if party needing this approval is an individual enter name below: 

       
2. Last Name of Individual 

       
3. First Name of Individual 

       
4. MI  

 401 Central Street 
5. Street Address 

 Rowley 
6. City/Town 

 MA 
7. State 

 01969 
8. Zip Code 

 (978) 948-2640 
9. Telephone # 

       
10. Ext. # 

 Robert Gray 
11. Contact Person 

 robert@rowleywater.com 
12. e-mail address 

 C. Facility, Site or Individual Requiring Approval 
 Well No. 3; Wellfield No. 5 

1. Name of Facility, Site or Individual 

 129 Boxford Road (Well No. 3); 64 Pingree Farm Road (Wellfield No. 5) 
2. Street Address  

 Rowley 
3. City/Town 

 MA 
4. State 

 01969 
5. Zip Code 

       
6. Telephone # 

       
7. Ext. # 

 3254000-03G; 3254000-04G 
8. DEP Facility Number (if Known) 

       
9. Federal I.D. Number (if Known) 

       
10. BWSC Tracking # (if Known) 

 D. Application Prepared by (if different from Section B)* 
  Tata & Howard, Inc. 

1. Name of Firm or Individual 

 67 Forest Street 
2. Address 

 Marlborough 
3. City/Town 

 MA 
4. State 

 01752 
5. Zip Code 

 (508) 232-6239 
6. Telephone # 

       
7. Ext. # 

 Kathryn Carreira, P.E. 
8. Contact Person 

       
9. LSP Number (BWSC Permits only) 

 
 E. Permit - Project Coordination 

 1.  Is this project subject to MEPA review?    yes    no 
 If yes, enter the project’s EOEA file number - assigned when an 

Environmental Notification Form is submitted to the MEPA unit: 

 

        
EOEA File Number 

 F. Amount Due 

DEP Use Only 
 

Special Provisions: 
1.  Fee Exempt: city, town, county, or district of the Commonwealth; federally recognized Indian tribe housing authority; 

municipal housing authority; the MBTA; or state agency if fee is $100 or less. There are no fee exemptions for BWSC                              
permits, regardless of applicant status. 

2.  Hardship Request - payment extensions according to 310 CMR 4.04(3)(c). 
3.  Alternative Schedule Project (according to 310 CMR 4.05 and 4.10). 
4.  Homeowner (according to 310 CMR 4.02).  

Permit No: 

Rec’d Date: 

 

Reviewer:        
Check Number 

       
Dollar Amount 

       
Date 

 



(Well 3) and 42.69978 (Wellfield 5) (Well 3) and -70.95516 (Wellfield 5)
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SECTION 2 - NARRATIVE 
 
2.1 WPA Form 1 – Section B. Project Description 
 
2.1.1 WPA Form 1 – Section B. 1b. Area Description 
 
The location of the proposed work at Well No. 3, as shown on Figure Nos. 1 and 2, is 129 
Boxford Road, Assessor’s Map 5, Block 76, in the Town of Rowley, Massachusetts.  The 
site contains the Rowley Water Department’s Well No. 3 Pump Station and a separate 
chemical feed building.  Wetlands are located to the west of the Well No. 3 Pump 
Station, with vernal pools to the east, as shown on Figure No. 5. 
 
The location of the proposed work at Wellfield No. 5, as shown on Figure Nos. 3 and 4, 
is 64 Pingree Farm Road, Assessor’s Map 4, Block 12-1, in the Town of Rowley, 
Massachusetts.  The site contains the six well heads which comprise the Rowley Water 
Department’s Wellfield No. 5.  Wetlands are located to the south of Wellfield No. 5, with 
vernal pools to the northwest, as shown on Figure No. 5. 
 
2.1.2 WPA Form 1 – Section B. 2a. Work Description 
 
The Rowley Water Department is unable to pump Well No. 3 and Wellfield No. 5 to their 
permitted and designed capacity, which presents a potential public health and safety issue 
if Rowley’s other water supply sources are compromised and are required to be taken off 
line.  Cleaning and redevelopment of the wells and an evaluation of the existing pumping 
equipment is a regular and necessary maintenance activity for keeping the system in a 
state of good repair. 
 
The work generally consists of pump testing and chemically cleaning using muriatic acid, 
redeveloping, disinfecting, and retuning to service the existing Well No. 3 and Wellfield 
No. 5.  The existing well pump and motor at Well No. 5-3 located in Wellfield No. 5 will 
also be replaced.  All water pumped from the wells during the course of the work will be 
properly neutralized and directed through a sedimentation control basin prior to 
infiltration and discharge (see attached Figure No. 5).  Access to the Well No. 3 site will 
be from the existing access road off Boxford Road and access to the Wellfield No. 5 site 
will be from the existing access road off Pingree Farm Road. 
 
No excavation will be required within the bordering vegetated wetlands or the buffer 
zone to complete the work.  The sedimentation discharge control basin for Well No. 3 
will be located approximately 300 feet from the edge of the bordering vegetated wetland 
and approximately 130 feet from the edge of the nearest vernal pool.  The sedimentation 
discharge control basin for Wellfield No. 5 will be located approximately 75 feet from 
the edge of the bordering vegetated wetland, with additional straw bales and silt fence 
installed between the basin and edge of wetland.   The basins and straw bales will be 
removed following completion of the work.  Any disturbances to the buffer zone will be 
temporary and will be restored following construction. 
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2.1.3 WPA Form 1 – Section B. 2b. Wetlands Protection Act 
 
The proposed work is subject to the following provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act. 
 
Language in 310 CMR 10.02(2)(a)(2) states that any activity proposed or undertaken 
within an area specified in 310 CMR 10.02(1), which will remove, fill, dredge, or alter 
that area, is subject to regulation under M.G.L. c. 131, § 40 and requries the filing of a 
Notice of Intent except: activites conducted to maintain, repair or replace, but not 
substantially change or enlarge an existing and lawfully located structure or facility used 
in the service of the public and used to provide electric, gas, water, sewer, telephone, 
telegraph and other communication services, provided that said work utilizes best 
practical measures to avoid or minimize impacts to wetland resource areas outside of the 
footprint of said structure or facility. 
  
2.2 Conclusion 
 
The Rowley Water Department seeks a determination from the Conservation 
Commission on the applicability of the Wetlands Protection Act to the proposed project.  
The work associated with this project is categorized as maintenance and repair of an 
existing facility used in the service of providing drinking water to the public.  The 
proposed disturbances will be temporary and all infiltrated and discharged well water will 
be neutralized appropriately prior to discharge.  No impacts to the resource areas are 
anticipated as no work within the bordering vegetated wetland will be required.  Based on 
the work involved in the cleaning and redevelopment of Well No. 3 and Wellfield No. 5, 
the Rowley Water Department is requesting exemption from having to file a Notice of 
Intent under the Wetlands Protection Act.   
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800-366-5760
www.tataandhoward.com




