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August 22, 2022 
 
Town of Rowley Conservation Commission 
Town Hall Annex Room #4 
39 Central Street, P.O. Box 24 
Rowley, Massachusetts  01969 
 
Re: Request for Determination of Applicability 

Chrislar Horse Farm – Proposed Maintenance & Improvement Plan  
944 Haverhill Street 
Rowley, Massachusetts 

 
Members of the Rowley Conservation Commission: 
 
On behalf of the Applicant, Lawrence Cassenti, and in association with Decoulos & Company, LLC, 
Lucas Environmental, LLC (LE) is pleased to submit this Request for Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) to the Rowley Conservation Commission for a proposed maintenance and improvement plan at 
Chrislar Horse Farm and Equestrian Center, located at 944 Haverhill Street in Rowley, Massachusetts. As 
currently designed, proposed work includes farm maintenance and improvement activities exempted from 
the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).  Maintenance and improvement activities are proposed to occur 
within Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), Inland Bank, and the 100-Foot Buffer Zone to these 
resource areas. This RDA is submitted in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
(WPA; M.G.L. Ch. 131, Section 40) and implementing regulations (310 CMR 10.00 et seq.) and the 
Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw and associated Regulations.  
 
Enclosed please find one original and one (1) copy of the RDA, supporting documentation, and Project 
Plans. The RDA application package includes the WPA Form 1, RDA Checklist, project narrative, 
figures, photographic documentation, and bylaw filing fee. The Project Plans are provided separately. A 
link to an electronic copy of the pdf file of the RDA application and supporting documentation will be 
provided concurrently with this submittal. We respectfully request that you place this matter on your 
agenda for the September 13, 2022 Public Hearing. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact Curtis Young at 978.500.4295 or cry@lucasenviro.com, or Joseph Orzel at 617.405.4118 or 
jho@lucasenviro.com. Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 
 
Sincerely,  
LUCAS ENVIRONMENTAL, LLC  
 
 
 
Joseph H. Orzel, PWS, CWS     Curtis R. Young, PWS 
Project Manager/Wetland Scientist    Senior Wetland Consultant 
 
cc: Lawrence Cassenti, Chrislar Farm 

Decoulos & Company, LLC 
 MassDEP – NERO 

mailto:cry@lucasenviro.com
mailto:jho@lucasenviro.com.t
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Rowley 
City/Town 

 A.  General Information 

Important:  
When filling out 
forms on the 
computer, use 
only the tab key 
to move your 
cursor - do not 
use the return 
key. 

 

1.  Applicant: 

Lawrence 
Name 

Cassenti 
E-Mail Address  

944 Haverhill Street 
Mailing Address  

Rowley 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

01969 
Zip Code 

617.335.2222 
Phone Number 

      
Fax Number (if applicable) 

2.  Representative (if any): 

Lucas Environmental, LLC 
Firm 

 Curtis Young 
Contact Name 

cry@lucasenviro.com 
E-Mail Address  

 500A Washington Street 
Mailing Address 

 Quincy 
City/Town 

MA 
State 

02169 
Zip Code 

 978.500.4295 
Phone Number 

617.405.4465 
Fax Number (if applicable) 

  

 B. Determinations 

 1.  I request the Rowley 
Conservation Commission 

 make the following determination(s). Check any that 
apply:  

  a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to 
jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act. 

 
 b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced 

below are accurately delineated. 
 

  c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection 
Act.  

 
 d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the 

jurisdiction of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:  
 

Rowley 
Name of Municipality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as 
depicted on referenced plan(s). 
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Rowley 
City/Town 

 C. Project Description 

 1. a.  Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this 
request): 

 944 Haverhill Street 
Street Address 

Rowley 
City/Town 

 Map 4 
Assessors Map/Plat Number 

Parcel 15/Lot 2 
Parcel/Lot Number  

 
 b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary): 

  The 10.2-acre parcel of land (Parcel ID 4-15-2) is currently utilized as the Chrislar Horse Farm and 
Equestrian Center which includes a residence, a 40 stall barn, indoor and outdoor training rings, 
several paddocks, a grazing paddock, and a training track.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):   

 Proposed Maintenance Plan, Chrislar Horse Farm, 944 Haverhill Street, 
Rowley, MA 
Title 

August 9, 2022 
Date 

 Existing Conditions, Chrislar Horse Farm, 944 Haverhill Street, Rowley, MA 
Title 

March 30, 2022 
Date 

       
Title 

      
Date 

 2. a.  Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary): 

  The proposed work consists of farm maintenance and improvement activities, as defined under 
310 CMR 10.04, that are exempted from the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).  As stated in the WPA, 
the provisions of the WPA shall not apply to “…work performed for normal maintenance or 
improvement of land in agricultural use or in aquacultural use…”.   
 
Specifically, proposed activities include maintaining outdoor training ring and paths, pruning of shrubs 
and trees for horse and rider safety, repair, replacement and addition of paddock and pasture fences, 
maintenance of existing drainage structures, and maintenance of the existing horse tracks.   
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 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection  
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40  

 
Rowley 
City/Town 

  

 C. Project Description (cont.) 

 
b.  Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the 
applicant from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional 
paper, if necessary). 

 

  The proposed work consists of farm maintenance and improvement activities, as defined under 
310 CMR 10.04, that are exempted from the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).  As stated in the WPA, 
the provisions of the WPA shall not apply to “…work performed for normal maintenance or 
improvement of land in agricultural use or in aquacultural use…”.   
   

   
            
 
   

 

 

 

 3. a.  If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the 
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project. 

 
   Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96 
 
   Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
   Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96 
 
  Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot 

before 8/7/96 
 
  New agriculture or aquaculture project 
 
   Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96 
 
  Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded 

deed restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision 
 
  Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project 
 
  Municipal project 
 
  District, county, state, or federal government project 
 
  Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an 

Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an 
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality 
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection. 

 
b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the 
classification above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

  



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Rowley 

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability 
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40 

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements

City/Town 

I hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of 
Applicability and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the 
best of my knowledge. 

I further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP 
Regional Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation) 
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission. 

Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for 
Determination of Applicability. 

Name and address of the property owner: 

Lawrence Cassenti 
Name 
944 Haverhill Street 
Mailing Address 
Rowley 
City/Town 
MA 

State 

Signatures: 

01969 
Zip Code 

I also understand that notification of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense 
In accordance with Section 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations. 

�/ ,<4£/4(/ (144� �Applicant Date 

Signature of Representative (if any) Date 

wpaform1 .doc• rev. 7/27/2020 WPA Form 1 - Request for Detennination of Applicability • Page 4 of 4 

cml
Typewritten Text
August 1, 2022

cml
Typewritten Text
July 20, 2022
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

On behalf of the Applicant, Lawrence Cassenti, and in association with Decoulos & Company, LLC, 
Lucas Environmental, LLC (LE) is pleased to submit this Request for Determination of Applicability 
(RDA) to the Rowley Conservation Commission for proposed farm maintenance and improvement 
activities at the Chrislar Horse Farm and Equestrian Center, located at 944 Haverhill Street in Rowley, 
Massachusetts (the “Study Area”). The primary purpose and need for the proposed activities are for horse 
and rider safety.  An Order of Conditions (OOC), MassDEP File # 63-0726 was recently issued by the 
Rowley Conservation Commission (RCC) on May 5, 2022, for work associated with the construction of a 
new horse paddock at Chrislar Horse Farm (see Appendix C).  The proposed work is separate from the 
OOC permitted activities.   
 
The proposed work consists of agricultural maintenance and improvement activities, as defined under 
310 CMR 10.04, that are exempted from the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).  As stated in the WPA, the 
provisions of the WPA shall not apply to “…work performed for normal maintenance or improvement of 
land in agricultural use or in aquacultural use…”.   
 
The work is also exempted from the Bylaw, as defined in Bylaw Section V.2. for “normal maintenance of 
land in agricultural use, as defined in 310 CMR 10.04 Agriculture (b), and normal improvement of land 
in agricultural use, as defined in 310 CMR 10.04 Agriculture (c).” 
 
Specifically, proposed activities include maintaining outdoor training ring and paths, pruning of shrubs 
and trees for horse and rider safety, repair, replacement and addition of paddock and pasture fences, 
maintenance of existing drainage structures, and maintenance of the existing horse tracks.  Proposed 
activities will occur within Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW), Inland Bank, and the 100-Foot Buffer 
Zone to these resource areas.  
 
This RDA is submitted in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA; M.G.L. 
Ch. 131, Section 40) and implementing regulations (310 CMR 10.00 et seq.) and the Rowley Wetlands 
Protection Bylaw and associated Regulations.  This project narrative describes the existing conditions, 
wetland resource areas, proposed design, project impacts, and regulatory compliance for work within 
jurisdictional areas on the site.  Decoulos & Company, LLC has prepared the attached Project Plans 
(2 sheets).   

2.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The 10.2-acre parcel of land (Parcel ID 4-15-2) is currently utilized as the Chrislar Horse Farm and 
Equestrian Center which includes a residence, a 40-stall barn, indoor and outdoor training rings, several 
paddocks, a grazing pasture, and a training track (See Figure 1 – USGS Map and Figure 2 – Aerial Map).   
 
The parcel is bound to the north by Haverhill Street, to the east by residential property, to the south by 
forested land of the Georgetown-Rowley State Forest, and to the west by residential property.  Wetlands 
are present in the western, eastern, and southern portions of the property.   
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A previously permitted man-made drainage swale is present along the western edge of the training track.  
Muddy Brook is located approximately 1,000 feet west of the Study Area, where it is mapped as 
intermittent, and approximately 235 feet to the north of the Study Area, where it is mapped as perennial.   
 
Elevations range from approximately 90 feet (NAVD 88) along the southern edge of the site to elevation 
71 feet or lower within at the central and western portions of the property.  Under existing conditions, 
stormwater drains to both the north and south within a drainage swale along the western edge of the 
training track and northerly paddocks, to a culvert that crosses under the existing paddock areas where it 
combines with other drainage pipes before discharging to an intermittent stream at the eastern property 
line.   
 
A review of the current MassGIS data layer for the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (effective 
August 1, 2021) under the Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) indicates that the 
Study Area is not located within Estimated Habitat of Rare Wildlife or within Priority Habitat of Rare 
Species (See Figure 3 – NHESP Map).  No Certified Vernal Pools (CVP) under the jurisdiction of the 
Wetlands Protection Act Regulations (310 CMR 10.00 et seq.) or the Massachusetts Endangered Species 
Act (321 CMR 10.00 et seq.) occur within proximity to the proposed work. A CVP and a Potential Vernal 
Pool (PVP) are mapped approximately 275 feet south of the property, well away from any proposed work.   
 
According to the July 3, 2012 FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for Essex County, 
Massachusetts, Map Number 25009C0254F, the Study Area is located in a Zone X Area of Minimal 
Flood Hazard, which is classified as areas outside the 0.2% Annual Chance Flood Hazard (500-year 
floodplain; See Figure 4 – FEMA Map).  As no portion of the site is within the mapped 100-year 
floodplain, Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) is not present within the Study Area.   
 
The Study Area is not located within an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) or Outstanding 
Resource Water (ORW).  All but the northern edge of the property is located within a Zone II MassDEP 
Wellhead Protection Area (Zone II #420, Rowley Water Department).  As indicated on the most recent 
USGS US Topo Map (Georgetown, Massachusetts Quadrangle, 2021), no perennial streams are mapped 
within 200 feet of the Study Area, the closest being Muddy Brook approximately 250 feet north of the 
Study Area.   

3.0 WETLAND RESOURCE AREAS 

Professional Wetland Scientists (PWS) from LE conducted a site investigation at 944 Haverhill Street 
(Assessor’s Parcel ID Map 4, Parcel 15, Lot 2) in Rowley, Massachusetts on October 14, 2020, 
January 21, 2021, and April 7, 2021 to determine if wetland resources were present within the Study 
Area.   
 
The investigation was performed in accordance with the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act 
(M.G.L. Ch. 131, § 40) and regulations (310 CMR 10.00 et seq.); Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(33 U.S.C. 1344); Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) publication 
“Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands” under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (1995); 
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers (USACE) Wetland Delineation Manual (1987); and the Northcentral 
and Northeast Regional Supplement (2012).    
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The wetland resource areas identified within the Study Area include BVW and Inland Bank, as well as the 
100-Foot Buffer Zone and Zone II Groundwater Protection Area under the Bylaw. The wetland resource 
boundaries at the site, as indicated on the attached Project Plans, were recently approved through an Order 
of Conditions issued by the RCC for work associated with construction of a new paddock (See Appendix 
C).  Under the WPA and Bylaw, the wetland resource areas on and near the site are regulated as follows.  

3.1 Inland Bank – 310 CMR 10.54 

Section 310 CMR 10.54 of the WPA defines a Bank as the portion of the land surface which normally 
abuts and confines a water body.  It occurs between a water body and a vegetated bordering wetland and 
adjacent flood plain, or, in the absence of these, it occurs between a water body and an upland.  The 
upper boundary of a Bank is the first observable break in the slope or the mean annual flood level, 
whichever is lower. The lower boundary of a Bank is the mean annual low flow level.  Under the Bylaw, 
the same definition applies.  Inland Bank is present within the Study Area along a man-made drainage 
swale located along the western edge of the training track.  The delineated Bank is described below.   
 
3.2 Bordering Vegetated Wetland – 310 CMR 10.55 

Section 310 CMR 10.55 of the WPA defines BVW as freshwater wetlands which border on creeks, 
rivers, streams, ponds and lakes. The types of freshwater wetlands are wet meadows, marshes, swamps 
and bogs. Bordering Vegetated Wetlands are areas where the soils are saturated and/or inundated such 
that they support a predominance of wetland indicator plants. The boundary of Bordering Vegetated 
Wetlands is the line within which 50% or more of the vegetational community consists of wetland 
indicator plants and saturated or inundated conditions exist.  Wetland indicator plants are also those 
classified in the indicator categories of Facultative, Facultative+, Facultative Wetland-, Facultative 
Wetland, Facultative Wetland+, or Obligate Wetland in the National List of Plant Species That Occur in 
Wetlands: Massachusetts (Fish & Wildlife Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1988) or plants 
exhibiting physiological or morphological adaptations to life in saturated or inundated conditions.  
Under the Bylaw, the same definition applies.  The delineated BVW areas are described below.  

3.3 Resource Area Descriptions  
Inland Bank 1 

Inland Bank is associated with a man-made drainage swale located along the western edge of the training 
track, generally along the tree line.  This area consists of a shallow swale that collects runoff from both 
the north and south and directs it to a culvert that crosses under the property and discharges to an 
intermittent stream along the eastern property line.   
 
This resource would be considered an intermittent stream under the WPA and Rowley regulations and LE 
delineated the associated Bank with blue flagging tape numbered sequentially BF1-1 to BF1-50.  
Vegetation within the swale consists variably of grasses and low herbaceous species in locations and 
dense shrub growth including speckled alder (Alnus incana), multiflora rose (Rosa multiflora) and 
Oriental bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus) in other locations.  Forty-five linear feet of this Bank is 
proposed to be filled and culverted in order to provide access to the proposed new paddock area under 
Order of Conditions, MassDEP File #63-0726, issued on May 5, 2022.   
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Wetland A 

Wetland A is located generally between the training track and the western property line.  LE delineated 
Wetland A with pink flagging tape numbered sequentially WFA-1 to WFA-102.  This wetland consists of 
a red maple swamp with common vegetation including red maple (Acer rubrum), sweet pepperbush 
(Clethra alnifolia), highbush blueberry (Vacinnium corymbosum), northern arrowwood (Viburnum 
recognitum), winterberry holly (Ilex verticillata), common elderberry (Sambucus nigra), glossy buckthorn 
(Frangula alnus), pussy willow (Salix discolor), jewelweed (Impatiens capensis), sensitive fern (Onoclea 
sensibilis), and bristly dewberry (Rubus hispidus).  Common vegetation in adjacent uplands includes red 
oak (Quercus rubra), white pine (Pinus strobus), black cherry (Prunus serotina), white oak (Quercus 
alba), common buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica), pokeweed (Phytolacca americana), Oriental 
bittersweet, multiflora rose, and eastern hayscented fern (Dennstaedtia punctilobula).   
 
Soils within the wetland were generally dark, loamy fine sand with shallow redoximorphic features over a 
cemented hardpan generally occurring 10 to 12 inches below the surface. Upland soils were characterized 
by a deeper hardpan and B-horizons of chroma 4 with no redoximorphic features observed in the upper 
part of the soil.  Indicators of wetland hydrology include seasonal inundation and saturation, drainage 
patterns, and high groundwater.  Local, state, and federal boundaries are coincident.   
 
Wetland B 

Wetland B is located generally between the training track and the eastern property line.  Vegetation in this 
wetland is separated from Wetland C by the training track; however, there are areas of hydric soil 
connecting between the two areas. LE delineated Wetland B with pink flagging tape numbered 
sequentially WFB-1 to WFB-22.  This wetland does not appear to border on any stream east of the Study 
Area.  This wetland consists of a red maple swamp with vegetation similar to that described for wetland 
A.  Wetland B soils generally consist of a histic epipedon or shallow depleted matrix, with upland soils 
exhibiting a chroma 3 or 4 B-horizon.  Indicators of wetland hydrology include seasonal inundation and 
saturation, drainage patterns, and high groundwater.  Local, state, and federal boundaries are coincident.   
 
Wetland C 

Wetland C includes portions of fenced pasture and paddock areas and is located within the perimeter of 
the training track.  Vegetation in this wetland is separated from Wetlands A and B by the training track.  
This wetland does not appear to border on any stream and has drain pipes along its east and west 
boundaries; however, there are areas of hydric soil across the track connecting between this wetland and 
both Wetland A and B. LE delineated Wetland C with pink flagging tape numbered sequentially WFC-1 
to WFC-33.  This wetland consists of both vegetated wet pasture and bare soil areas within the riding 
paddocks.  Wetland C soils generally consist of a shallow depleted matrix, with adjacent upland soils 
exhibiting a chroma 3 or 4 B-horizon.  Indicators of wetland hydrology include seasonal inundation and 
saturation, drainage patterns, and high groundwater.  Local, state, and federal boundaries are coincident.   
 
Wetland D 

Wetland D is located off-site near the southwest property corner.  The 100-Foot Buffer Zone from this 
wetland extends onto the property.  This wetland borders on a ponded area located south of the site (the 
location of mapped CVP and PVP).  LE delineated Wetland D with pink flagging tape numbered 
sequentially WFD-1 to WFD-6.    

https://plants.usda.gov/home/plantProfile?symbol=DEPU2
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This wetland consists of a relatively open canopy red maple swamp with vegetation similar to that 
described for Wetland A.  Wetland D soils are generally similar to that described for Wetland A; 
however, are somewhat deeper to the restrictive layer, with adjacent upland soils again exhibiting a 
chroma 3 or 4 B-horizon.  Indicators of wetland hydrology include seasonal inundation and saturation, 
drainage patterns, and high groundwater.  Local, state, and federal boundaries are coincident. 
 
Wetland E 

Wetland E is located along the eastern property line at the point where the site drainage pipes discharge to 
the intermittent stream.  LE delineated Wetland E with pink flagging tape numbered sequentially WFE-1 
to WFE-5.  This wetland borders on an intermittent stream that flows to the east, east of the Study Area.  
This wetland consists of a red maple swamp with vegetation similar to that described for Wetland A, with 
the addition of eastern hemlock (Tsuga canadensis).  Soils were not evaluated within this wetland as it 
was off-site beyond a fenced area.  Indicators of wetland hydrology include seasonal inundation and 
saturation, drainage patterns, and high groundwater.  Local, state, and federal boundaries are coincident.   

4.0 PROPOSED WORK 

The proposed project involves farm maintenance and improvement activities, as defined under 
310 CMR 10.04, that are exempted from the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA).  As stated in the WPA, the 
provisions of the WPA shall not apply to “…work performed for normal maintenance or improvement of 
land in agricultural use or in aquacultural use…” The project meets the definitions of Land in 
Agricultural Use, Normal Maintenance of Land in Agricultural Use, and Normal Improvement of Land in 
Agricultural Use within the regulated areas. 
 
The work is also exempted from the Bylaw, as defined in Bylaw Section V.2. for “normal maintenance of 
land in agricultural use, as defined in 310 CMR 10.04 Agriculture (b), and normal improvement of land 
in agricultural use, as defined in 310 CMR 10.04 Agriculture (c).” 
 
Specifically, the proposed work includes the following:  

1. In pasture Areas #1 and #2, shallow depressions will be brought to grade by filling with structural 
fill and geotextile cloth, loamed, and seeded.  These depressions appear to be old stumps or stump 
dumps that have subsided over the years as the wood decayed and will be restored to grade for 
normal and safe horse activity and feeding. 

2. The drainage channel along the western edge of the track and paddocks #2 to #5, will be regraded 
to maintain a channel configuration to eliminate a deep area where it appears an old stump dump 
has subsided. The channel will be regraded to meet the up and down gradient channel banks and 
depths. This subsided area is generally in the area of BF1-31 to 37.  

3. Maintenance of the drainage channel between Paddocks #2 and #6, including the settling basin, to 
provide clear flowing drainage to the 12-inch corrugated metal pipe (CMP) near wetland flag 
BF1-43. Subsequent to the initial regrading, the channel and settling basin will be kept clean of 
woody debris/leaves and any trash to maintain drainage. This routine maintenance is to be done 
by non-mechanized equipment. 
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4. A post and rope or other relatively soft barrier will be added between the restored channel and the 
horse track from approximately BF1-31 to 37 to act as a visual barrier to horses and riders. 

5. The horse track will be elevated sufficiently, approximately 1.5 feet, to keep it from flooding. 
This will require addition of pervious structural fill and a geotextile layer and subdrains (such as 
geotextile wrapped crushed stone beds under the track to discharge groundwater and surface 
flows from the pasture to the drainage channel).   

6. Sandy soils will be recovered from the stockpiles in the northeast corner of the lot (from outside 
the 25-Foot No Disturb Zone) for regrading the Pasture and track (See Project Plans). 

7. The fence line that has subsided in the vicinity of the track will be restored.  Paddock fencing will 
be repaired/replaced as needed. 

8. New fencing will be added within the existing Pasture #1 and Pasture #2.  The proposed fencing 
will consist of four-inch by four-inch by eight-foot pressure treated poles every eight feet with 
one-inch by six-inch by sixteen-foot pressure treated boards (as the existing fence is for Paddock 
#1 and the existing pasture perimeter fencing).  

9. Paddocks #1 to #6 will be regraded as needed to maintain dry surface conditions, drainage, and 
safe contours.   

10. Mowing all areas and pruning shrubs and trees will be pruned to eliminate risk to horses, riders, 
and farm structures. 

11. The existing drainage system will be maintained/repaired/replaced as needed to maintain existing 
drainage patterns and flows. 

12. General facility and grounds maintenance related to the training, rearing, and breeding of 
livestock. 

Erosion and sedimentation control Best Management Practices (BMPs) have been incorporated into the 
project design in order to control runoff and prevent siltation to the wetland resource area during 
construction (See Plans).  This will consist primarily of a compost filter sock. Erosion controls will be 
installed prior to the start of activities and will be maintained until disturbed soils are stabilized. 

5.0 SUMMARY 

The proposed project involves farm maintenance and improvement activities at the Chrislar Horse Farm 
and Equestrian Center. Proposed work will occur within BVW, Inland Bank, and the 100-Foot Buffer 
Zone to these resource areas; however, the proposed work consists of agricultural maintenance and 
improvement activities, as defined under 310 CMR 10.04, and is exempted from the Wetlands Protection 
Act (WPA), as well as the Bylaw per Section V.2.   
 
It is LE’s opinion, based on our professional education, training, and familiarity with the project site, that 
the proposed work will not have any adverse effect on any interests identified in the Wetlands Protection 
Act or the Rowley Wetlands Protection Bylaw, and the project is designed to minimize adverse effects on 
the resource areas as follows: 
 

• The project is designed to avoid and minimize wetland impacts to the extent practicable;   



 
PROJECT NARRATIVE 
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• The project meets the definitions of Land in Agricultural Use, Normal Maintenance of Land in 
Agricultural Use, and Normal Improvement of Land in Agricultural Use within the regulated 
areas.; and is therefore exempted from regulation under the WPA; and 

• Erosion controls will be installed prior to the start of construction and be maintained throughout 
construction until the site is stabilized.   

 
The proposed design achieves the goals of the Applicant, while being sensitive to adjacent regulated 
resource areas.  Accordingly, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Conservation Commission issue 
a Negative Determination, approving the project as described in this RDA application and as shown on 
the attached Project Plans.   
 
 
 



 

Request for Determination of Applicability   944 Haverhill Street 
Chrislar Horse Farm    Rowley, Massachusetts 

 

SECTION III – FIGURES 
 
  



ROWLEY

GEORGETOWN

BOXFORD

0 1,000 2,000500 Feet

± Chrislar Horse Farm
944 Haverhill Street
Rowley, MA 01969

FIGURE 1
Source: Office of Geographic and Environmental Information (MassGIS), Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; USGS Topographic Quadrangle Images
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Source: Office of Geographic and Environmental Information (MassGIS), Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; USGS Color Ortho Imagery - 15cm (2019)
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Source: Office of Geographic and Environmental Information (MassGIS), Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; USGS Color Ortho Imagery - 15cm (2019)
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Source: Office of Geographic and Environmental Information (MassGIS), Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental Affairs; USGS Color Ortho Imagery - 15cm (2019)
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APPENDIX A 
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 
 
  



 

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 
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Photograph 1:  View of wetland near flag WFA-5.   
 
 

 
 
Photograph 2:  View of wetland edge near flag WFA-17.  



 

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 
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Photograph 3:  View of wetland in general area between flags WFA-17 to 
WFA-25. 
 

 
 
Photograph 4:  View of wetland edge near flag WFA-40.  



 

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION 
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Photograph 5:  View of wetland edge near flag WFA-44.  
 
 

 
 
Photograph 6:  View of wetland edge and drainage swale near flag WFA-47. 

 



 

Request for Determination of Applicability   944 Haverhill Street 
Chrislar Horse Farm    Rowley, Massachusetts 
 

APPENDIX B 
 
 

FILING FEE INFORMATION 
 



 

Town of Rowley Conservation Department 
Town Hall Annex – Room 4 

39 Central St, P.O. Box 24, Rowley, MA 01969 

Phone: 978-948-2330 Fax: 978-948-7196 

conservation@townofrowley.org 

 

 

 WETLAND BYLAW FEE CALCULATION FORM 
Property Address: Map: Parcel: Lot:

APPLICATION NAME / ACTIVITY LOCAL BYLAW FEE

# of Activities 

or 

Measurement Subtotal

Request for a Determination of Applicability (RDA) $75 

Abbrev. Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD)

Single Family House Project

$1/linear foot, first 100'; $0.50/lf, 

second 100'; $0.10/lf, each additional 

foot

All Other Projects

*$1/linear foot, first 1000'; $0.50/lf, 

second 1000'; $0.10/lf, each 

additional foot

Notices of Intent (NOI)

Category 1 Activity $100 

Category 2 Activity $250 

Category 3 Activity $525 

Category 4 Activity $725 

Category 5 Activity $2/foot

Category 6 Activity - If no ANRAD was filed for the project site, 

then a local Cat. 6 fee must be paid in accordance with the 

ANRAD fee schedule See ANRAD fee schedule

Request to Amend an OOC (RAOC) $100 

Resource Area Alterations (for NOI & RAOC)

Buffer Zone, 50'-100' from resource area boundary $0.05 / square foot

Buffer Zone, 25'-50' from resource area boundary $0.10 / square foot

Buffer Zone, 0'-25' from resource area boundary $0.25 / square foot

Bordering Vegetated Wetlands & Salt Marsh $0.35 / square foot

Bank $5 / linear foot

Land Under Water & Waterways $0.35 / square foot

Bordering Land Subject to Flooding  & CLSSF** $0.05 / square foot

***Riverfront Area only $0.05 / square foot

Isolated Vegetated Wetlands $0.35 / square foot

Land within Groundwater Protection Area Zone I $0.25 / square foot

Land within Groundwater Protection Area Zone II $0.05 / square foot

Other Local-only Jurisdictional Resource Areas $0.05 / square foot

Extension Permit $100 

Certificate of Compliance
Projects under one acre in size: $100 

- over an acre in size $250

Local Bylaw Fees passed by a Unanimous vote of the Commission on 10/1/2019, effective 10/2/2019

**Coastal Land Subject to Storm Flowage

***Local Bylaw Fees for RDA, NOI, & RAOC increase 50% when project is also proposed within a Riverfront Area

LOCAL BYLAW FEE TOTAL

NOTES:
*Local Bylaw Fee maximum of $100, if, when determined necessary by Commission, applicant agrees to ANRAD review by outside consultant under 

M.G.L. Ch. 44, sec. 53G

As Determined by the Commission, Fee Total not to exceed $15,000 except Enforcement

For filings resulting from enforcement action, double the Local Bylaw Fee Total
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ORDER OF CONDITIONS 
 












































