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COVER PHOTO DESCRIPTION

(Cover photo courtesy of Robert Snow, Rowley, MA) 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
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CHARLES (CHARLIE) T. BARNEY 
1925 - 2017 

Worked for Rowley Police Department for 35 years as Policeman and Police Chief 

Manager of the Rowley Municipal Light Plant 
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HILDEGARD HARDY 
1926 - 2017 

Rowley Police Dispatcher for 35 years 
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WILLIAM A. WOOD 
1926 - 2017 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rowley Police Officer 
 

Essex County Sheriff’s Department 
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JOHN WINNINGHOFF 
1924 - 2017 

 
 

 
Owner of Winninghoff Boats, Inc. based in Rowley 

 
Donated labor to the Town for the aluminum welding work done when the electrical 

substation was built on Daniels Road 
 

Periodically donated welding services for repairs to aluminum electric poles in Rowley 
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ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE TOWN OF ROWLEY  
Per May 9, 2017 Election

Board of Selectmen   

Moderator

Town Clerk 

Treasurer/Tax Collector  

Highway Surveyor 

Board of Assessors  

Regional School Committee 
Rowley:

      Newbury:
   

Salisbury: 

Planning Board   

Trustees of the Free Public Library  

Rowley Housing Authority  

Municipal Light Board  

Municipal Water Board 

Shellfish Commissioners 

Cemetery Commissioners 

Constables 
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Administrative Employees of the Town of Rowley 

Assistant Accountant

Assessors’ Administrative Assistant

Conservation Commission Secretary 

Council on Aging Administrative 
Assistant 

Council on Aging
Activities Director/Trip Coordinator 

Administrative Assistant / 
Assistant Health Inspector 

Highway Department  
Secretary 

Inspection Department  
Administrative Assistant 

IS Coordinators 

Police Department 
Executive Assistant to the Chief of Police 

Selectmen Administrative Assistant 

Selectmen Assistant Town Administrator 

Town Clerk Administrative Assistant 

Assistant Treasurer/Collector/Office 
Supervisor 

Treasurer/Collector 
Administrative Assistant 

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Administrative Assistant 
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MINUTES OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
MAY 1, 2017 

MOTION:  

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:03pm 

Moderator Petersen asked Town Clerk Hazen to begin reading the Warrant. 

MOTION:

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:05pm 
ARTICLE 1

ARTICLE 2

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:06pm 
ARTICLE 3.

Elective Officer Requested
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Finance Committee Recommends
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:08pm  
ARTICLE 4 $16,372,884

$700,000
$250,000 $17,322,884

Finance Committee Recommends
Line Expended Appropriated Requested Fin Com
Item Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 Rec.

General Government
Town Moderator

1 Moderator Stipend 100 100 100 100
Board of Selectmen

2 Selectmen Stipends 11,155 11,155 11,155 11,155

3
Town Administrator/Pers. Officer 

salary 106,513 108,499 110,580 110,580

4
Assistant Town Administrator 

Salaries 51,507 59,570 60,316 60,316
5 Administrative Assistant Wages 11,772 12,732 12,999 12,999
6 CPA Administrator Stipend 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000
7 Stormwater Administrator Stipend 0 5,000 5,000 5,000
8 Records Access Officer Stipend 1,500 1,500
9 Expenses 29,017 18,117 14,117 14,117

10 Rev. 9-1-1 communication system 4,777 4,800 4,800 4,800
11 Copier/Fax Expenses 6,780 7,420 7,420 7,420
12 General Audit Expense 18,000 18,000 18,000 18,000

13
Sealer of Weights & Measurers 

Exp. 2,500 3,000 3,000 3,000
14 Collective Bargaining Reserve 0 19,729 55,000 55,000
15 Pine Grove School Expenses 0 1,000 1,000 1,000
16 Stormwater Compliancy Expenses 2,500 20,000 20,000 20,000

Finance Committee
17 Secretary Wages 945 1,560 1,596 1,596
18 Expenses 176 379 379 379
19 Reserve Fund 75,000 75,000 75,000
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Line Expended Appropriated Requested Fin Com
Item Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 Rec.

Town Accountant
20 Accountant Salary 53,918 54,920 56,161 56,161
21 Assistant Accountant Wages 16,529 20,452 20,920 20,920
22 Expenses 5,786 5,012 5,012 5,012

Board of Assessors
23 Assessors Stipends 7,368 7,368 7,368 7,368
24 Principal Assessor Salary 83,269 84,872 86,453 86,453
25 Administrative Assistant Wages 24,299 25,072 25,347 25,347
26 Consultant 0 500 500 500
27 Professional Services 10,673 12,325 12,325 12,325
28 Expenses 4,599 4,746 4,746 4,746

Treasurer/Tax Collector
29 Treasurer/Collector Salary 74,528 75,897 77,295 77,295
30 Assistant Treasurer Salary 43,584 44,226 44,900 44,900
31 Assistant Collector Wages 17,650 17,045 17,931 17,931
32 Expenses 35,235 35,800 35,800 35,800
33 Tax Title 4,095 10,517 10,517 10,517
34 Debt Fees & Charges 4,665 5,000 5,000 5,000

Town Counsel
35 Professional Fee 36,568 52,600 52,600 52,600
36 Litigation 20,238 62,000 62,000 62,000

Personnel Board
37 Expenses 67 399 399 399

IS Department
38 Expenses 20,702 22,788 22,422 22,422
39 IS Coordinator Stipends 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000

Town Clerk
40 Town Clerk Salary 51,993 53,143 54,315 54,315
41 Wages 12,880 15,052 16,385 16,385
42 Expenses 3,544 4,025 3,887 3,887

Elections
43 Wages 3,678 6,285 1,725 1,725
44 Expenses 8,262 9,150 4,000 4,000

Registrar of Voters
45 Stipends 2,300 2,300 2,300 2,300
46 Expenses 3,042 3,627 3,753 3,753

Conservation Commission
47 Conservation Agent Salary 54,213 55,240 56,257 56,257
48 Secretary Wages 0 8,299 8,622 8,622
49 Expenses 2,050 2,050 2,050 2,050
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Line Expended Appropriated Requested Fin Com
Item Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 Rec.

Planning Board
50 Planner Salary 29,079 29,344 30,008 30,008
51 Planner Consultant 900 5,769 5,769 5,769
52 Merrimack Valley Planning Comm. 2,034 2,084 2,137 2,137
53 Expenses 2,807 3,670 3,670 3,670

Zoning Board of Appeals
54 Administrative Assistant Wages 9,490 9,625 9,849 9,849
55 Expenses 1,671 1,680 1,680 1,680

Agricultural Commission
56 Expenses 1,683 1,000 2,500 2,500

Town Hall 
57 Town Hall/Annex Janitor Wages 13,223 14,759 15,037 15,037
58 Expenses 17,362 20,320 20,320 20,320

Town Hall Annex
59 Expenses 16,633 23,953 17,518 17,518

Subtotal 950,359 1,182,975 1,215,440 1,215,440
Public Safety

Police Department

60
Police Chief Salary & Other 

Earnings 122,022 116,013 119,066 119,066
61 Wages 1,213,353 1,218,154 1,238,359 1,238,359
62 Expenses 146,285 154,175 137,625 137,625
63 Police Cruiser 35,028 34,695 34,695 34,695
64 Police Modular Building Lease 24,000 24,000 24,000 24,000

Constables
65 Wages and Expenses 280 300 300 300

Fire Department
66 Fire Chief Salary 84,840 86,076 87,656 87,656
67 Firefighter Wages 157,158 175,018 178,517 178,517
68 Call Firefighter Wages 83,164 94,567 98,500 98,500
69 Expenses 118,281 120,193 129,993 129,993
70 Station & Equipment Lease 20,000 20,000 20,000 20,000

Inspection Department
71 Salaries 55,136 56,015 56,857 56,857
72 Wages 10,688 14,051 14,319 14,319
73 Expenses 6,349 6,880 6,880 6,880

Emergency Management 
Services

74 REMA Director Stipend 4,000 4,000 4,000 4,000
75 Expenses 1,693 2,099 2,099 2,099
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Line Expended Appropriated Requested Fin Com
Item Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 Rec.

Animal Inspector
76 Salary 2,747 2,799 2,853 2,853
77 Expenses 0 200 200 200
78 Rabid Animal Control 274 1,853 1,853 1,853

Animal Control Officer
79 Salary 14,888 15,171 15,500 15,500
80 Expenses 805 1,622 1,622 1,622

Tree Warden
81 Salary 7,488 7,657 7,832 7,832
82 Expenses 8,906 9,044 9,044 9,044

Harbormaster
83 Salary 6,711 6,863 7,017 7,017
84 Wages 5,059 5,190 5,307 5,307
85 Pumpout Boat Wages 1,877 8,000 8,180 8,180
86 Expenses 4,212 4,212 4,212 4,212
87 Town Landing 500 500 500 500

Shellfish Commission
88 Commissioner Wages 0 1,700 1,700 1,700
89 Comm. Expenses 455 1,000 1,000 1,000

Shellfish Constable
90 Constable Wages 400 400 650 650
91 Constable Expenses 400 1,163 1,200 1,200

Subtotal 2,136,999 2,193,610 2,221,536 2,221,536
Schools

92 Whittier Vocational  Assessment 225,805 325,179 304,135 304,135
93 Whittier Capital Assessment 15,972 15,946 19,150 19,150
94 Triton Regional Assessment 8,714,645 9,199,643 9,622,873 9,622,873
95 Triton Capital Assessment 155,739 128,088 194,317 194,317

96
Essex Agricultural Technical 

School 39,460 74,552 112,920 112,920
Subtotal 9,151,621 9,743,408 10,253,395 10,253,395

Public Works
Highway Department

97 Surveyor's Salary 71,742 73,356 75,035 75,035
98 Wages 151,761 188,368 203,431 203,431
99 Expenses 103,843 115,401 114,926 114,926

Snow & Ice Removal
100 Expenses 130,390 145,000 165,000 165,000

Recycling
101 Wages 3,624 4,237 4,408 4,408
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Line Expended Appropriated Requested Fin Com
Item Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 Rec.
102 Expenses 8,320 8,510 8,510 8,510

Fire Hydrants
103 Expenses 53,400 53,400 53,400 53,400

Street Lighting
104 Expenses 0 31,000 30,500 30,500

Town Land Maintenance
105 Expenses 2,088 3,500 3,500 3,500

Cemetery Commissioners
106 Commissioner Stipends 0 500 500 500
107 Wages 20,101 33,404 29,568 29,568
108 Expenses 3,283 5,000 6,800 6,800

Subtotal 548,552 661,676 695,578 695,578
Health & Human Services

Board of Health

109
Health Services Coordinator 

Salary 61,277 62,402 63,578 63,578
110 Sanitary Health Agent Wages 23,470 10,804 11,049 11,049

111
Adm. Asst./Assistant Inspector 

Wages 27,907 43,430 44,243 44,243
112 Public Health Nurse Salary 2,000 5,000 5,114 5,114
113 Expenses 6,876 6,900 6,900 6,900

Council on Aging
114 COA Director Salary 37,193 36,629 37,300 37,300
115 Wages 54,073 62,299 65,700 65,700
116 Elder Services of Merrimack Valley 0 294 294 294
117 Expenses 13,454 13,504 14,904 14,904

Veterans Affairs
118 Veterans Benefits 51,690 68,000 68,000 68,000
119 Eastern Essex Veterans District 10,762 18,847 24,904 24,904

Handicapped Comm.
120 Expenses 0 190 190 190

Subtotal 288,702 328,299 342,176 342,176
Recreation/Historic

Rowley Public Library
121 Library Director Salary 53,658 54,642 55,672 55,672
122 Wages 121,348 123,861 129,682 129,682
123 Expenses 95,422 100,222 102,065 102,065

Recreation Committee
124 Wages 0 3,896 3,896 3,896
125 Expenses 183 1,864 1,864 1,864
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Line Expended Appropriated Requested Fin Com
Item Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 Rec.
126 Field Maintenance 23,974 23,974 23,974 23,974

Historical
127 Commission Expenses 0 332 332 332
128 Historic Dist. Comm. Exp. 0 70 70 70

Other
129 Mem. Day/Vet. Day 1,209 1,800 1,800 1,800
130 Bradstreet Property Expense 0 1,000 1,000 1,000

131
Dodge Reservation Property 

Expense 6,703 10,000 10,000 10,000
Subtotal 302,497 321,661 330,355 330,355

Debt
132 Landfill Capping Principal 30,000 30,000 30,000 30,000
133 New Well Land Principal 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000
134 Library Principal 95,000 90,000 90,000 90,000
135 Hunsley Hills Land Principal 55,000 55,000 55,000 55,000
136 Bridge Repair Principal 25,000 25,000 30,000 30,000
137 Capital Equipment Principal III 25,000 25,000 25,000 25,000
138 Capital Equipment Principal IV 35,000 35,000 35,000 35,000
139 Capital Equipment Principal V 0 40,000 40,000 40,000
140 Capital Equipment Principal VI 12,000 12,000
141 Fire Ladder Truck Principal 147,308 145,000 145,000 145,000
142 Highway Truck Principal 37,692 30,000 30,000 30,000
143 Landfill Capping Interest 2,900 2,300 1,700 1,700
144 New Well Land Interest 960 760 560 560
145 Library Interest 10,400 8,500 6,700 6,700
146 Hunsley Hills Land Interest 5,400 4,300 3,200 3,200
147 Bridge Repair Interest 10,050 9,300 8,550 8,550
148 Capital Equipment III Interest 1,719 1,032 688 688
149 Capital Equipment IV Interest 3,375 2,500 1,625 1,625
150 Capital Equipment V Interest 0 4,675 3,575 3,575
151 Capital Equipment VI Interest 0 960 467 467
152 Capital Equipment VII Interest 2,970 2,970
153 Fire Ladder Truck Interest 17,631 13,163 9,900 9,900
154 Highway Truck Interest 3,917 2,775 2,100 2,100

155
Pine Grove School Feasibility 

Study 10,371 10,371

156
Fire Station and Police Station 

Project 9,556 9,556
Subtotal 516,352 535,265 563,962 563,962

Insurance & Benefits
157 Unemployment 322 12,000 12,000 12,000
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Line Expended Appropriated Requested Fin Com
Item Description FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 Rec.
158 Blanket Insurance 102,562 150,000 158,000 158,000
159 Essex Regional Retirement 760,143 843,651 870,506 870,506

160
Health, Life Ins, Medi & Benefit 

Plan 556,667 615,315 659,936 659,936
Subtotal 1,419,694 1,620,966 1,700,442 1,700,442

GRAND TOTAL 15,314,776 16,587,860 17,322,884 17,322,884
Motion by Larry White, seconded by Jami Snow 

‘HOLDS

Passed by Voice Unanimous Vote at 8:12pm 
ARTICLE 5.
$2,277,464 

Board of Selectmen Recommends    Finance Committee Recommends 

Line FY 16 FY 17 FY 18
Item Description Actual Budget Request

Wages/Salaries
1 Water Superintendent $80,884.64 $82,392.48 $84,242.64
2 Water Department Wages $285,749.20 $400,575.27 $407,787.20
3 Overtime/Standby $56,044.99 $81,301.81 $60,232.98
4 Other Post Employment Benefits $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $15,000.00
5 Unemployment $0.00 $12,000.00 $10,000.00

Subtotal Salaries& Wages $437,678.83 $591,269.56 $577,262.82
Expenses

6 Department Expenses/Maintenance $761,715.61 $913,800.00 $698,400.00
7 Engineering Services $32,074.09 $0.00 $50,000.00
8 Billing Contract Services $58,000.00 $0.00 $70,000.00

Subtotal Expenses $851,789.70 $913,800.00 $818,400.00
Other

9 Capital Plan $59,210.40 $0.00 $0.00
10 Extraordinary & Unforseen Expenses $0.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

Subtotal Other $59,210.40 $50,000.00 $50,000.00

TOTAL $1,348,678.93 $1,555,069.56 $1,445,662.82
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Debt
11 Pingree Well Principal $55,000.00 $50,000.00 $50,000.00
12 Pingree Well Interest $4,840.00 $3,740.00 $2,740.00
13 New Water Building Principal $10,000.00 $10,000.00 $10,000.00
14 New Water Building Interest $1,000.00 $800.00 $600.00
15 Water Treatment Design Principal $55,000.00 $55,000.00 $55,000.00
16 Water Treatment Design Interest $35,056.26 $33,406.26 $31,756.26
17 WTP* Construction Principal $464,386.00 $474,479.00 $484,791.00
18 WTP* Construction Interest $201,953.04 $192,665.32 $183,175.74
19 WTP* Construction Principal(2)
20 WTP* Construction Interest(2)
21 SRF** borrowing admin fee $15,146.48 $14,449.90 $13,738.18
22 Prospect Hill & Stormwater Principal $15,000.00 $15,000.00 $0.00
23 Prospect Hill & Stormwater Interest $373.96 $500.00 $0.00

Sub-total Debt $857,755.74 $850,040.48 $831,801.18

Total Operating & Debt $2,206,434.67 $2,405,110.04 $2,277,464.00
Article 6 Overhead $83,797.56 $93,427.92 $100,023.75

GRAND TOTAL $2,290,232.23 $2,498,537.96 $2,377,487.75

Transfer of Free Cash to 
Stabilization Fund $359,876.00 $421,000.00 $187,278.00

$2,650,108.23 $2,919,537.96 $2,564,765.75
*WTP = Water Treatment Plant       **State Revolving Fund 
Motion by Bernard Cullen, seconded by John Manning, passed voice unanimous at 8:13pm  
ARTICLE 6

Board of Selectmen Recommends    Finance Committee Recommends 
LINE FY 16 FY 17 FY 18
ITEM DESCRIPTION ACTUAL BUDGET REQUEST
24 County Retirement $37,783.30 $28,612.01 $29,953.63
25 Health Insurance $29,261.74 $46,321.00 $50,953.10
26 Life Insurance $75.88 $171.00 $171.00
27 Accountant's Fee $3,848.15 $3,480.00 $3,878.52
28 Treasurer/Collector Fee $5,406.63 $5,012.00 $5,409.69
29 Audit $1,650.00 $1,650.00 $1,650.00
30 Medicare $5,771.86 $8,181.91 $8,007.81

TOTAL $83,797.56 $93,427.92 $100,023.75
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Water Department Revenue Statement – For Informational Purposes  
FY16 FY17 FY18

Revenues Actual Budget Request
Commitment Rate 2,682,257.27 2,475,237.96 2,440,287.75
Estimated new services 0.00 0.00 
Base charge on new services 0.00 
Rate Discounts (101,910.75) (116,000.00) (120,000.00)
Rate Abatements (1,740.83) (2,000.00) (3,000.00)
Commitment Service 26,989.49 80,800.00 0.00
Capital Improvement fee 0.00 0.00
Service Bills Abatement 0 0.00 0.00 
Interest & Demand 6,224.53 5,000.00 5,000.00 
Bank Interest 12,847.02 1,800.00 1,800.00 
Registry fee to record liens 2,607.10 0.00 0.00 
Miscellaneous 5,560.59 300.00 0.00 
Hydrant rentals 53,400.00 53,400.00 53,400.00 
Total Revenues $2,686,234.42 $2,498,537.96 $2,377,487.75
Motion by Bernard Cullen, seconded by John Manning, passed voice unanimous at 8:14pm  
ARTICLE 7

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage of this article requires a two-thirds vote. The Board of Water 
Commissioners will use these funds to hire a firm to conduct a water rate study. The rate study will 
assess the water rates to project whether there will be adequate funds generated to operate the Water 
Department and to cover capital expenditures. Rate studies should be conducted every three years. The 
last rate study was conducted in 2015.  
Motion by Bernard Cullen, seconded by John Manning, passed voice unanimous at 8:15pm  
ARTICLE 8

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage of this article requires a two-thirds vote. The Board of Water 
Commissioners will use these funds to replace the 2002 Ford Ranger truck. The Water Department has 
a vehicle replacement schedule which calls for vehicles to be replaced every ten years. The 2002 Ford 
Ranger truck was due to be replaced four years ago 
Motion by Mark Emery, seconded by John Manning, passed voice unanimous at 8:15pm  
ARTICLE 9

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage requires two-thirds vote. The Water Department is appropriating funds on 
an annual basis to be used for the purpose of purchasing replacement modules for the Pall filtration 
system at the Water Treatment Plant. The modules need to be replaced every 10 years. 
Motion by Mark Emery, seconded by John Manning, passed voice unanimous at 8:16pm 
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ARTICLE 10

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage requires two-thirds vote. These funds will be used to clean and inspect the 
clear well, equalization basins and wet well at the Water Treatment Plant. Sediment builds up in these 
areas and they must be cleaned every few years. The inspection is needed to ensure that there are no 
cracks and that the underground systems are functioning properly. 
Motion by Mark Emery, seconded by John Manning, passed voice unanimous at 8:17pm
ARTICLE 11.

Finance Committee Recommends
ARTICLE 12

Finance Committee Recommends
ARTICLE 13

Finance Committee Recommends
ARTICLE 14

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Articles 11– 14 are standard annual articles. These articles will be voted under one 
consent motion.  
Motion by Bob Snow, seconded by Joe Perry, passed voice unanimous at 8:18pm 
ARTICLE 15

Departmental Revolving Fund Bylaw 
1.
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2.

3.

4.

5.
Department Authorized to Use Account, Fees/Charges, Description, and 
Purpose of Each Account

Fiscal 
Years

Council on Aging -

Board of Health -

Parks & Recreation Committee and Board of Selectmen -

Board of Selectmen

Highway Department –

Shellfish Department –
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Zoning Board of Appeals and Board of Appeals

Board of Cemetery Commissioners

Library –

Agricultural Commission

Harbormaster

Board of Selectmen and Parks and Recreation Community Events -

Records Access Officer -

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: A new state law requires that revolving funds established pursuant to Massachusetts 
General Law Chapter 44, § 53E ½ be authorized under a general bylaw, rather than through an annual 
town meeting vote. This article includes all previously authorized Town revolving funds and the addition 
of a new Record Access Officer Revolving Fund, so that receipts received in connection with public 
records requests can be used to cover the costs related to the request. The Town must continue to 
approve the spending caps of each Revolving Fund on annual basis, and this action will be covered 
under Article 16 
Motion by Clifford Pierce, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:19pm   
ARTICLE 16

Name of Account Balance Information Expenditures 
Not to Exceed

1 Council on Aging 
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2 Board of Health

3 Parks & Recreation 
Committee and Board of 
Selectmen Facilities 

4 Board of Selectmen
Home Composting Bins

5 Highway Department 

6 Shellfish Department 

7 Zoning Board of Appeals 
and Board of Appeals

8 Board of Cemetery 
Commissioners

9 Library 

10 Agricultural Commission

11 Harbormaster

12 Board of Selectmen & 
Parks and Recreation 
Community Events 

13 Records Access

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The State Revolving Fund Law, G.L. c.44 Section 53E ½ requires an annual 
expenditure authorization. Article 16 will be voted under one consent motion. 
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:21pm  
ARTICLE 17.

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The Department of Revenue has recommended that municipalities establish a 
separate revenue account into which funds from cable franchises are deposited and used for cable-
related purposes, such as the operation of Rowley Community Media (RCM), the Town’s local access 
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cable station, and the support of cable and videography programming of the Triton Regional School 
District.  
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:22pm 
ARTICLE 18

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: This appropriation is necessary under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, § 
53F ¾ and funds the operation of Rowley Community Media (RCM), the Town’s local access cable 
channel. RCM records town board and committee meetings, annual and special town meetings, and 
community events. RCM airs a variety of local programs, including Triton Regional School District and 
Whitter Vocational Technical High School sports games, concerts and other school events, community 
bulletins and notices, and operates Comcast Channel 9 and Verizon Channel 26.  
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 8:22pm  
ARTICLE 19

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The Town has received $1,250,000 from the State Massachusetts Water Pollution 
Abatement Trust Septic Loan funds for taxpayers’ repair and /or upgrade of failed septic systems. This 
appropriation pays the debt on the Town’s loan from the Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement 
Trust Fund. 
Motion by Charles Costello, seconded by Peter Fyrberg, passed voice unanimous at 8:23pm 
ARTICLE 20

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage requires a two-thirds vote. The Board of Selectmen and the Triton Regional 
School Committee have agreed to pursue funding from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
(MSBA) for the renovation of the Pine Grove School. A feasibility study was conducted that showed that 
the school building is in need of many upgrades, including wiring, HVAC, kitchen equipment, plumbing 
and a new roof. The MSBA will reimburse the Town for up to 50 percent of eligible project costs. The 
Town’s estimated share of this project is $21,731,753. The State’s estimated share is $17,260,333.
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow 
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Power Point Presentation while quorum was confirmed by the Constable, counters were called up ad 
paper ballots were handed out the registered voters. The Constables oversaw the process to make sure 
each voter got exactly one YES/NO ballot, that no one in the Visitor section had access to a ballot and 
that everyone understood the process. The vote was taken, the Moderator moved onto remaining articles 
while the paper ballots were counted in full view of the audience.   

 Article 20 passed by Paper Ballot vote:  287 YES to 36 NO at 9:47 pm 
ARTICLE 21

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: This assessment fee is being asked of all member municipalities to assist with the 
purchase of a Mobile Command Unit. The Rowley Police Department has been a member of NEMLEC 
for 12 years. The Police Department currently has one member assigned to NEMLEC, Captain David 
Sedgwick, who serves as a negotiator of the RRT/SWAT Team. NEMLEC provides many needed 
resources a small community cannot independently supply such as SWAT, High Risk Warrant entries, K-
9, motorcycle units, special event staffing, and personnel for large-scale searches which require a quick 
and professional response.  
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 9:32pm  
ARTICLE 22

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: This articles funds the cost to send a new police officer to the Police Academy.  
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 9:33pm  
ARTICLE 23 as printed in Warrant

1.

2.

3.

4.

Finance Committee Recommends
MOTION:  - as read -
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Explanatory Note: These capital purchases and improvements are part of the Town’s Capital Plan. 
Passage requires a two-thirds vote. The Highway Department’s utility tractor, listed under #3 is being 
partially funded under this article. The balance of the funds are being paid for under Article 8 of the 
May 1, 2017 Special Town Meeting. 
Motion by Bob Snow, seconded by Joe Perry, passed voice unanimous at 9:34pm  
ARTICLE 24.

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage of this article provides flexibility to the Town to apply to project costs any 
bond premiums received at the time of issue of bonds or notes (simultaneously reducing the par amount 
of bonds or notes being issued) for borrowing authorizations that have already been approved but not 
yet permanently financed.  The Town would not be required to apply the premium, but would have the 
option to do so.  
Motion by Karen Summit, seconded by Sue Bailey, passed voice unanimous at 9:35pm 
ARTICLE 25

bold strikethrough bold italics underline

, and may periodically

for not less than a twelve month period,
not

Finance Committee Recommendation Not Required
Explanatory Note: Under the Municipal Modernization Act, license and permit granting departments 
and boards may deny licenses and permits to applicants who are not “in good standing” with the Town 
(have unpaid taxes or other bills). 
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Motion by Karen Summit, seconded by Sue Bailey, passed voice unanimous at 9:36pm   
ARTICLE 26

Summary of recommendations by Category

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The Town expects to realize approximately $510,771.77 in Community Preservation 
Act (CPA) funds comprised of real estate tax receipts ($425,643.14) and 20% matching funds from the 
state ($85,128.63) in Fiscal Year 2018. The Community Preservation Act requires the Town to set aside 
10% of funds collected after deducting appropriate debt service for each of the following areas: open 
space, historic preservation and community housing. Any unexpended administrative expenses will be 
returned to the general Undesignated Community Preservation fund. All funds realized above those 
reserved or appropriated will become general Undesignated CPA funds available for appropriation in 
Fiscal Year 2018 or to be carried over to Fiscal Year 2019.  
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 9:37 pm  
ARTICLE 27

Finance Committee Recommends 
Explanatory Note: The Board of Selectmen has an opportunity to purchase approximately 3.5 acres of 
land at the rear of 221 Main Street. This land has an appraised value of $360,000 and is adjacent to the 
Town’s playing fields at the Pine Grove School and to the Town’s Bradstreet land. The Town’s Little 
League field on Haverhill Street, known as “Haley Field” will be discontinued because it is within Zone 
1 of Well Station #2, and the state Department of Environmental Protection is requiring the Town to 
discontinue active recreational use of this area. 
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 9:38pm  
ARTICLE 28

Finance Committee Recommends 
Explanatory Note: The Annex Elevator and Accessibility Project will be done in two phases. Phase 1 
consists of the design and bid stage. The Board of Selectmen hired an architectural firm to study the 
building. The architects are recommending that an elevator be installed within the building. Funding of 
this article will allow the architectural firm to finish the design plans and bid specifications. The Board 
of Selectmen will seek funding at the Fall Special Town Meeting for Phase 2 – Construction. 
Motion by David Petersen, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 9:44pm 
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ARTICLE 29

Finance Committee Recommendation Not 
Required
Explanatory Note: The Shellfish Bylaw, as currently written, does not have language preventing non-
resident commercial permit holders from obtaining non-commercial permits in Rowley. The Shellfish 
Commissioners are seeking to tighten this section of the bylaw by inserting this new language. 
Motion by David Petersen, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 9:44pm 
ARTICLE 30.

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage of this article allows the Board of Selectmen to continue with its plan of 
funding the OPEB Trust Fund, which will offset the future healthcare costs of retired employees. 
Motion by David Petersen, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 9:45pm 
ARTICLE 31.

Finance Committee Recommends
Passage requires two-thirds vote.  
Motion by Bob Merry, seconded by David Petersen, passed voice unanimous at 9:45pm  
ARTICLE 32

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 9:47 
MOTION:
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 9:48pm  
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Certification: I, Susan G. Hazen, duly elected and qualified Town Clerk for the Town of Rowley do 
hereby certify that the statements contained above with regard to the May 1, 2017 Town of Rowley 
Annual Town Meeting are true and accurate according to documents maintained by this office.
Susan G. Hazen, Town Clerk   Town of Rowley  May 15, 2017  

MINUTES OF SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 7:12pm  
Moderator Petersen asked the Town Clerk to begin the reading of the Warrant

MOTION:

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 7:13pm  
ARTICLE 1.

ARTICLE 2.

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 7:14pm  

32



ARTICLE 3.

Finance Committee Recommends 
Motion by Bob Snow, seconded by David Petersen, passed voice unanimous at 7:15pm  
ARTICLE 4.

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The assessment for the Essex Agricultural-Technical High School approved at the 
May 2, 2016 Annual Town Meeting didn’t include the final Rowley student count. The 2016-2017 
Rowley enrollment increased by one student. The transfer is coming from surplus funds in the Whittier 
Voc-Technical High School budget line and from the Sale of Town Property Account. This article will 
fund the balance that the Town owes to the Essex Agricultural-Technical High School for Fiscal Year 
2017.
Motion by David Petersen, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 7:16pm 
ARTICLE 5.

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The Fiscal Year 2017 Eastern Essex Veterans District assessment had an error and 
the Town was undercharged the full assessment. These additional funds are needed to pay the balance.  
Motion by Bob Snow, seconded by Joe Perry, passed voice unanimous at 7:17pm  
ARTICLE 6.

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage requires a nine-tenths vote. The Eastern Essex Veterans District assessment 
in Fiscal Year 2016 had an error which was recently brought to the Town’s attention. The District 
undercharged the Town’s assessment by $10,000 in Fiscal Year 2016. The error was not discovered by 
the District until this fiscal year. Passage of this article is needed to pay the District these funds.  
Motion by Bob Snow, seconded by Joe Perry, passed voice unanimous at 7:18pm  
ARTICLE 7.

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: These funds were budgeted by the Board of Selectmen in Fiscal Year 2017 in 
anticipation of funding a successor agreement with the Massachusetts Coalition of Police Local 360 
union. Negotiations between the Town and this union are still ongoing. Passage of this article preserves 
these funds for appropriation in Fiscal Year 2018. 
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 7:20pm  
ARTICLE 8.
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Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The Highway Department is in need of a compact utility tractor with snow blower 
and mowing attachments. The Department’s aging skid steer broke down several times during this past 
winter season. A new utility tractor will enable the Department to clear snow from sidewalks and other 
smaller areas and to also mow grass on the sides of roads. These funds are coming from a balance in an 
article from 2015 that funded the replacement of the Highway Garage roof; the purchase and 
installation of lighting fixtures and lights for the Highway Garage; and for the purchase and installation 
of an emergency generator. The projects have been completed and came in under budget. These funds 
are being re-purposed towards the purchase of the utility tractor. The estimated cost of the tractor is 
$44,000. The balance of the funds needed for the purchase will come from Article 23 of the May 1, 2017 
Annual Town Meeting, the Town’s annual capital purchasing appropriation.
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 7:21pm  
ARTICLE 9

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Article 7 of the May 7, 2001 Special Town Meeting appropriated $6,000 for the 
purchase of a burglar alarm system at the Town Hall Annex. These funds were not sufficient to cover the 
cost of this project. After the completion of the elevator and accessibility project at the Annex, the Board 
of Selectmen will research security options for this building. This transfer will enable the Library 
Director to purchase and install the automated door opener for the side entrance to the Library. This 
will assist the many Library patrons who have mobility issues in entering and exiting the building.  
Motion by Bob Merry, seconded by Dave Petersen, passed voice unanimous at 7:21pm  
ARTICLE 10

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage of this article funds the cost of firefighter protective clothing and gear. 
Additionally, the Department has added new firefighters who also need protective clothing and turnout 
gear. The life span of the turnout gear is ten years.  
Motion by Bob Snow, seconded by Joe Perry, passed voice unanimous at 7:22pm 
ARTICLE 11

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: This article funds the cost to send a new police officer to the Police Academy and for 
the purchase of necessary equipment and materials. 
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 7:22pm 
ARTICLE 12

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Article 13 of the November 14, 2016 Special Town Meeting Warrant appropriated 
$450,000 from the Community Preservation Undesignated Fund towards the purchase of a 
Conservation Restriction for the Mehaffey Farm. The appropriation was contingent upon the receipt of 
grants and donations, including a grant from the State Local Acquisitions for Natural Diversity
program, with no more than $100,000 committed from the Community Preservation Fund.  The Town 
did not receive that grant. The Community Preservation Committee voted to re-allocate $350,000 of the 
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$450,000 towards the purchase of 3.5 acres of land at the rear of 221 Main Street for the expansion of 
the Town’s playing fields. Passage of this article still commits $100,000 of Community Preservation 
Funds towards the purchase of the conservation restriction of the Mehaffey Farm. The Essex County 
Greenbelt Association is raising the balance of the funds needed to purchase the Conservation 
Restriction. 
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 7:23pm 
ARTICLE 13

Finance Committee Recommendation Not Required
Explanatory Note: These parcels were taken by the Town for non-payment of taxes. They are adjacent to 
and contain the Bachelder Brook stream corridor and would connect previously acquired conservation 
land. Passage of this article protects the natural resources on these sites. 
Motion by Cliff Pierce, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 7:24pm 
ARTICLE 14.

Finance Committee Recommends
Passage requires a two-thirds vote. By paying off this loan now, the Water 

Department can save approximately $2,500 annually for three years. The Treasurer supports passage of 
this article. 
Motion by John Manning, seconded by Mark Emery, passed voice unanimous at 7:26pm 
ARTICLE 15

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage requires a two-thirds vote.  
Motion by John Manning, seconded by Mark Emery, passed voice unanimous at 7:27pm  
ARTICLE 16

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage requires a two-thirds vote. The existing heating and cooling systems at 401 
Central Street are inadequate.  
Motion by John Manning, seconded by Mark Emery, passed voice unanimous at 7:28pm 
ARTICLE 17

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: Passage requires a two-thirds vote. Article 24 of the May 2, 2016 Special Town 
Meeting appropriated $376,000 for the purpose of purchasing and installing a dehumidification system 
at the Water Treatment Plant. Cost estimates show that the original appropriation was insufficient. 
These additional funds are needed to cover the project costs. 
Motion by John Manning, seconded by Mark Emery, passed voice unanimous at 7:36pm  
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ARTICLE 18.

1.

2.

3.

Finance Committee Recommendation Not Required
Explanatory Note: Passage requires a two-thirds vote. This article would amend the Zoning Bylaws by: 
adding the use-class “Pharmacies with drive-through facilities” to the list of permitted uses in the Retail 
Zoning District, contingent on approval of a special permit by the Planning Board; inserting a definition 
for “agriculture” which mirrors the Massachusetts State definition of the term; and reducing the 
minimum parcel size requirement for agricultural uses in areas outside of the Outlying Zoning District 
from five to two acres.  This latter amendment is required by a change in State law.  
Motion by Chris Thornton, seconded by Bob Merry, passed voice unanimous at 7:40pm  
ARTICLE 19.

Finance Committee Recommendation Not Required
Explanatory Note: This article would amend the Zoning Bylaw’s Section 8.6.5.4 pertaining to 
externally-illuminated free-standing signs by striking the current prohibition against bottom-mounted, 
upward pointing fixtures, and inserting text that would give the applicant the option to request a waiver 
from the default requirement that externally-illuminated signs be illuminated from the top pointing 
downward to allow for the installation of upward pointing fixtures either affixed to the sign structure, 
or, ground-mounted fixtures, on the condition that all lighting fixtures subject to the Planning Board 
waiver will comply with Section 8.6.5.5 which specifies that said illumination will be shielded to prevent 
glare to pedestrian and vehicular traffic 
Motion by Chris Thornton, seconded by Cliff Pierce, passed voice unanimous at 7:44pm. 
ARTICLE 20
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Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: The Community Preservation Act requires the Town to set aside 10% of funds 
collected after deducting appropriate debt service for each of the following areas: open space, historic 
preservation and community housing. The Town’s expectations for the fund were based on a 20% match 
from the State. The final State match (35.5%) was in the amount of $140,326.00. This increases the 
amounts to be reserved for: affordable housing, historical preservation, and administrative expenses. 
All funds realized above those reserved or appropriated will become general Undesignated CPA funds 
available for appropriation in Fiscal Year 2017 or to be carried over to Fiscal Year 2018. 
Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 7:46pm  
ARTICLE 21

Finance Committee Recommends
Explanatory Note: A discharge from the water tank at the top of Prospect Hill has caused significant 
erosion on the middle portion of the Prospect Hill access road. The road needs to be repaired in this 
area. The Board of Selectmen will seek reimbursement from the Water Department Enterprise Fund at 
the Fall Special Town Meeting.  
Motion by Bob Snow, seconded by Joe Perry, passed voice unanimous at 8:01pm  

Motion by Joe Perry, seconded by Bob Snow, passed voice unanimous at 8:02 pm

 

Certification: I, Susan G. Hazen, duly elected and qualified Town Clerk of the Town of Rowley do 
hereby certify that the statements contained above with regard to the May 1, 2017 Town of Rowley 
Special Town Meeting are true and accurate according to documents maintained by this office.   
Susan G. Hazen, Town of Rowley May 15, 2017
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER/COLLECTOR 
Tax Report 2017

39



PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS OF 2017 

(Photos courtesy of Robert Snow) 
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(Photos courtesy of Police Chief Scott Dumas) 
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(Photo courtesy of Deborah Eagan) 
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SALARIES AND WAGES TOWN EMPLOYEES
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 SALARIES TRITON REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT

SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Name FTE Salary

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

Name FTE Salary

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
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REPORT OF THE TOWN ACCOUNTANT 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS
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FISCAL YEAR 2018

Tax 
Classification

Parcel
Count 

Assessed 
Value by 

Class

Tax 
Rate Tax by Class

% of Total 
Value by 

Class
Residential
Open Space
Commercial
Industrial
Personal 
Property
Exempt
Total 3181 1,060,200,685 100.0000%

REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK 
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2017 Population Demographics (as of 1/15/2018)

Totaling: 6199 
Population
Down from 6256 as reported in last year’s Annual Report – Interesting!  

Comparative Vital Statistics (as of 1/10/18)
   2013  2014  2015  2016  2017

Births  
Deaths  
Marriages

Births: Births:

Deaths:
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Marriages:

Town Clerk’s Revenue Report – 2017

                  $      44,964.73 
Cemetery Lots Sold
Dog Licenses

General Fees

Records Request –
Ramp and Mooring Permits

Shellfish Permits

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF REGISTRARS 
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Voter Registration as of 1/15/18 

a/k/a Independent

Voters listed as INACTIVE

*INACTIVE is defined as those voters who have NOT responded to the Census within 
the calendar year.  Once voter status has been changed to INACTIVE, identity and proof of residency 
must be re-established before being restored to the voters list.  

Voter Turn-out:

removal

2017 Election Workers as appointed by Board of Selectmen:  
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Upcoming 2018 Election and Town Meeting Information: 

Special/Annual Town Meeting Monday, April 30  

► Please note that due to the PGS construction project, the Town Meeting will be held in the PGS GYM
rather than the All Purpose Room.  Handicap Access will be available at the back of the building. 
Furthermore, the meeting will not be televised live but rather recorded and broadcast later.  

Annual Town Election    Tuesday, May 8th

State Primary  Tuesday, Sept. 4th    
State Election   Tuesday, Nov. 6th 

Thank you and Happy Retirement!

REPORT OF THE PERSONNEL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 



REPORT OF THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION 
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REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE (CPC) 

REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 
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REPORT OF THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

61



62



REPORT OF THE CULTURAL COUNCIL 

REPORT OF THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
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REPORT OF THE ROWLEY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
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Total $30,699.40 

REPORT OF THE ROWLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT and EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

Type of Situation  2016 2017  Type of Situation  2016 2017 
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REPORT OF THE BUILDING INSPECTION DEPARTMENT

PERMIT ACTIVITY

Type # of Permits Construction Value

Total 194 $30,087,091

$257,554
PLUMBING AND GAS PERMITS 
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   85
   74

  159
$14,820

ELECTRICAL PERMITS
148

$62,215

Total fees received from all permits $334,589

SUMMARY

REPORT OF THE ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER  
& ANIMAL INSPECTOR 

Type of Animal Number
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TREE DEPARTMENT REPORT 

REPORT OF THE HARBORMASTER
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REPORT OF THE SHELLFISH DEPARTMENT 

REPORT OF THE ROWLEY MUNICIPAL LIGHTING PLANT 

RELIABILITY AWARD
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SERVICE CONNECTIONS

KWH Sales and Peak Demand 

Operations/Maintenance and Capital Budgets 

OUR SYSTEM

CONTRIBUTIONS AND SERVICES PROVIDED TO TOWN
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           ROWLEY ELECTRIC LIGHT DEPARTMENT
    COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEET 2017

              Balance               Balance               Increase
        Beginning of         End of                    or

ASSETS                  Year                  Year             (Decrease)

UTILITY PLANT
 101 Utility Plant - Electric ............................................................................... 4,232,719.05 4,275,922.56 43,203.51

FUND ACCOUNTS
 126 Depreciation Fund..................................................................................... 3,970,623.49 4,239,257.32 268,633.83
 127 Bond Fund.................................................................................................
 128 Rate Stabilization Fund............................................................................... 1,219,068.21 1,012,810.37 (206,257.84)

CURRENT AND ACCRUED ASSETS
 131 Cash......................................................................................................... 114,363.20 87,583.75 (26,779.45)
 132 Special Deposits....................................................................................... 111,512.60 110,836.14 (676.46)
 132 Working Funds................................................................................................ 600.00 690.00 90.00
 142 Customer Accounts Receivable................................................................... 324,035.38 368,267.70 44,232.32
 143 Other Accounts Receivable.......................................................................... 40,635.32 61,591.92 20,956.60
 146 Receivables from Municipality.......................................................................
 151 Materials and Supplies................................................................................. 72,487.44 79,047.86 6,560.42
 165 Prepayments................................................................................................... 1,029,360.80 1,259,005.32 229,644.52
 174 Miscellaneous Current Assets...................................................................... 112,132.64 231,130.93 118,998.29

DEFERRED DEBITS
 183 Other Deferred Debits................................................................................... 0.00 0.00 0.00

     Total Assets and Other Debits 11,227,538.13 11,726,143.87 498,605.74

LIABILITIES

SURPLUS
 206 Loans Repayments........................................................................................ 2,279,200.00 2,279,200.00 0.00
 207 Appropriations for Construction Repayments............................................ 0.00 0.00 0.00
 208 Unappropriated Earned Surplus.................................................................. 4,973,493.34 4,545,953.57 (427,539.77)

LONG TERM DEBT
 221 Bonds & Notes................................................................................................ 0.00 0.00 0.00

CURRENT AND ACCRUED LIABILITIES
 232 Accounts Payable........................................................................................ 373,840.55 553,437.45 179,596.90
 235 Customer' Deposits..................................................................................... 111,512.60 110,836.14 (676.46)
 242 Miscellaneous Current and Accrued Liabilities........................................... 2,115,193.20 2,860,469.37 745,276.17

DEFERRED CREDITS
 252 Customer Advances for Construction.......................................................... 27,106.64 27,106.64 0.00

RESERVES
 260 Reserves for Uncollectable Accounts......................................................... 53,179.69 53,179.69 0.00

CONTRIBUTIONS IN AID OF
       CONSTRUCTION

 271 Contributions in Aid of Construction........................................................... 1,294,012.11 1,295,961.01 1,948.90

       Total Liabilities and Other Credits 11,227,538.13 11,726,143.87 498,605.74
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         ROWLEY ELECTRIC LIGHT DEPARTMENT
        STATEMENT OF INCOME FOR THE YEAR 2017

         Increase or
    (Decrease) from

         Current Year      Preceding Year

OPERATING INCOME
 400  Operating Revenue ................................................................................. 7,076,977.20 897,888.27

OPERATING EXPENSES
 401  Operation Expense .................................................................................. 6,180,311.94 714,332.89
 402  Maintenance Expense ................................................................................. 345,200.04 33,257.74
 403  Depreciation Expense................................................................................... 262,328.23 6,970.63

      Total Operating Expenses.......................................................... 6,787,840.21 754,561.26

       Operating Income...................................................................... 289,136.99 143,327.01

OTHER INCOME
 415  Income from Merchandising, Jobbing and Contract Work......................
 419  Interest Income...................................................................................... 39,427.74 (46,212.83)
 421  Miscellaneous Nonoperating Income..................................................

      Total Income............................................................................... 328,564.73 97,114.18

INTEREST CHARGES
 427  Interest on Bonds and Notes............................................................... 0.00 0.00
 431  Other Interest Expense........................................................................ 0.00

      Total Interest Charges............................................................... 0.00 0.00

         NET INCOME.. ..................... ............................................................ 328,564.73 97,114.18

                 Debits                 Credits
 208  Unappropriated Earned Surplus (at beginning of period)................. 4,973,493.34

 433  Balance Transferred from Income....................................................... 328,564.73
 434  Miscellaneous Credits to Surplus.............................................................
 435  Miscellaneous Debits to Surplus............................................................... 756,104.50
 436  Appropriations of Surplus............................................................................
 437  Surplus Applied to Depreciation.........................................................
 208  Unappropriated Earned Surplus (at end of period).................................. 4,545,953.57

5,302,058.07 5,302,058.07
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REPORT OF THE HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
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REPORT OF THE WATER DEPARTMENT 
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Statistical Data

2017

Distribution Data

Main Breaks 1

Service Leaks 6

New Service 0

Hydrants Flushed 3

Hydrants Replaced 0

Treatment Data

Total MG Produced 134.327

Ave Day MG 0.385

Max Day MG 0.561

Min Day MG 0.228

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL ON AGING / SENIOR CENTER
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REPORT OF THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION & 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION 
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REPORT OF THE ROWLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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REPORT OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE
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REPORT OF THE ROWLEY HOUSING AUTHORITY

REPORT OF THE ROWLEY COMMUNITY MEDIA (RCM) 
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Janet@townofrowley.org

All Shows Report: 1/1/2017 through 12/31/2017

Category: Essex County Bikes
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: History
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Informational
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Library
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Music
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: PGS
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Religion
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Special Events
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Sports
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length
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Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Town Meetings
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Triton High School
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

Category: Whittier
Total Shows Avg. Show Length Total Runs Avg. Run Length

 
REPORT OF THE CEMETERY DEPARTMENT

 
The Mission Statement of the Board of Cemetery Commissioners states that we are responsible 
for the managing and caretaking of the Rowley Cemetery. 
 
At the Annual Town meeting in May, G. Robert “Bob” Merry was elected to a one-year term and 
Kathryn “Kathy” Olmsted was elected to the three-year term. The Board is presently comprised 
of the following: Peter Dalzell, chairperson; Bob Merry, Kathy Olmsted. The highlight of the 
year was the hiring of our new Supervisor, Lorant “Larry” Ronai who we ‘share’ with the Town 
Highway Department.   
 
Cemetery Supervisor Larry Ronai reported that the work performed in the Cemetery Department 
in 2017 has been carried out in the usual manner as follows: 

 Dug and filled 26 graves  
 3 footings  
 Graded and filled graves as needed  
 Graded and maintained all dirt roads  
 Removed 10 overgrown bushes along with some tree work  
 Repaired and maintain all equipment and cemetery vehicle  in house 
 Maintained all roads for plowing  
 Maintained grounds 

The Cemetery Commissioners met times eight (8) this past year. In addition to the general care 
and maintenance of the cemetery we also addressed and/or voted the following: 

 Hiring of new Supervisor who officially began on March 15, 2017 
 Hiring of seasonal workers who began on May 22nd  
 Oversee maintenance and repair of equipment 
 Register truck received from Water Department 
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 Approve the planting of up to eighteen (18) trees along property line to be done by 
developers for the property purchased by George Fandetti Fire House Inn. LLC  

 
As we had no formal meeting after June 14th, we reviewed and approved the budget via email. 
We are still working on the advertising and hiring of seasonal help; updating our database and 
securing a cell phone for our Supervisor.  With Spring coming, we’ll also address the needs for 
Memorial Day. 
 
We want to thank several people for their assistance this year: Town Administrator, Debbie 
Eagan; Assistant Town Administrator, Amy Lydon; the Great March Garden Club; Troop 15 
Boys Scouts and Rowley Veteran’s Association; as well as the Water Department, Electric 
Department and the Highway Department. 
 
The members of the Cemetery Commission are: Peter Dalzell, Chairperson; Kathy Olmsted, 
Clerk, G. Robert Merry, Member and Larry Ronai, Supervisor. 

REPORT OF THE EASTERN ESSEX DISTRICT DEPARTMENT OF 
VETERANS SERVICES 

Goals achieved/large projects accomplished: 
- 
- 

- 
Priorities for 2018:  

- 
Significant statistics: 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Personnel Changes and Acknowledgements: 
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REPORT OF WHITTIER REGIONAL VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL 
HIGH SCHOOL 

ANNUAL OPERATIONAL REPORT 

88



TRITON SCHOOL OFFICIALS

Superintendent of Schools Assistant Superintendent

School Business Administrator Administrator of Special Education

Pine Grove School 
Principal

Pine Grove School 
Assistant Principal

Triton Regional Middle School 
Principal

Triton Regional High School 
Principal

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
 

all 

89



September, 2017 School Opening:

“As we return this year, we’re doing so in a very tense climate in our country. In light of the 
events of the past several weeks, I would be remiss if I did not take this opportunity to affirm the 
District’s commitment throughout all our schools to tolerance, equity, diversity, and inclusion. 
Throughout the course of last year, and through my conversations with parents, teachers, and 
students, our core values of Respect, Integrity, and Excellence for All were reaffirmed time and 
time again. If we truly believe and hold these as core values, then all must truly mean all, and 
“all” knows no race, gender, cognitive ability, or background. Words or actions that are racist, 
homophobic, xenophobic or discriminatory towards any individual or group cannot be accepted, 
as these behaviors are the complete opposite of what we’ve affirmed as our core values. We look 
forward to our continued partnership with you as we strive to be examples and model tolerance, 
acceptance, and the ability to respectfully and articulately engage with those we disagree with.”

Student Learning:

Middle/High School Aligned Schedule:

Landlord/Tenant Working Group:
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NESDEC Enrollment:

Social Media Presence:

Triton High School named to College Board’s AP Honor Roll:
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Graduation Events:

College Acceptances:
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PINE GROVE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
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TRITON REGIONAL HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever The Zombie Prom 
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TRITON REGIONAL MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
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NEWBURY REPRESENTATIVES TERM EXPIRES

ROWLEY REPRESENTATIVES TERM EXPIRES

SALISBURY REPRESENTATIVES TERM EXPIRES

98



TOWN OF ROWLEY 
ENROLLMENTS AS OF OCTOBER 2017 

Pine Grove School

Elementary Boys Girls Total

Total 234 217 451

Triton Regional Middle School

Total 139

Triton Regional High School

Total 238

Other Enrollments as of October 2017
SPED
Private
Parochial
Public
Home-Schooled

Total 117

Pine Grove School Enrollment 451
Triton Regional Middle School Enrollment 139
Triton Regional High School Enrollment 238
Other Enrollment 117

Total 2017/2018 Enrollment as of 10/1 945

99



General Fund 
Statement of Revenues and Expenditures – Budget and Actual 

Required Supplementary Information 
For the Year Ended June 30, 2017 

Final Budget Actual

FY 2017 ASSESSMENTS
Operating Budget Capital Assessment

NEWBURY ...................... $ 8,675,353 $ 117,400

ROWLEY ...................... 9,199,643 128,088

SALISBURY ...................... 10,510,569 714,718

Total …………... 28,385,565 960,206
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“NO SCHOOL” ANNOUNCEMENT

TOWN OF ROWLEY 

TRITON REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT OFFICIALS 
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